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53D CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

1st Session.

REPORT
{ No. 74.

STATIONS AND DEPOTS ON CERTAIN RAILROADS IN THE
TERRITORIES.

OcroimB 4:, 1893.-Referred to the House Calender and ordered to be printed.

Mr. WHEELER, of Alabama, from the Committee on the Territories,
submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 3606.)

The Committee on the Territories, to whom was referred the bill
(H. R. 3606) to require railroad companies operating railro.ads in the
Territories over a right of way granted by the Government to establish
stations and depots at all town sites on the lines of said roads established by the Interior Department, have had the same under consideration and find that certain railroads which pass through what is known
as the Cherokee Outlet are doing great injustice to the settlers who
have secured lots in town sites established by the Secretary of the
Interior.
These railroads have refused to establish depots or stop their trains
for the accommodation of passengers, or to receive or deliver freight.
These railroads received grants of land for right of way and depot
grounds from the United States, and these railroads took their grants
with the distinct stipulation in the statute that Congress might at any
time amend, add to, or alter, or repeal the act granting the right of
way.
The act of March 2, 1887 (24 Stat., p. 446), granted a right of way
through the Indian Territory to the Chicago, Kansas and Nebraska
Railroad Company.
Section 12 of that act is as fol1ows:
That Congress may at any time amend, add to, alter, or repeal this act; and the
right of way herein and hereby granted shall not be assigned or transferred in any
form whatever prior to the construction and completion of the road, except as to
mortgages or other liens that may be given or secured thereon to aid in the construction thereof.

By act of Congress June 27, 1890 (26 Stat., p. 181), the Chicago,
Kansas and Nebraska Railroad Company was authorized to sell and
transfer the road to the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad
Company, and the first section of said act of June 27, 1890, provides
that the transferee of the road shall hold it subject to all conditions,
limitations, and requirement of said act of March 2, 1887.
By act of February 27, 1893 (27 Stat. p. 494), Congress granted the
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad Company a right to extend
its road through another portion of the Indian Territory, and in the
twelfth section of this act it is provided "that Congress may at any
time a~d to, alter, or repeal said act." The Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad also runs through the Cherokee Outlet. It was originally
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the outhern Kansas Railroad Company. The act of July 4, 1884, (23
Stat. p. 73), granted the right of way through the Indian Territory to
the outhern Kansas Railway Company, and section 12 of that act.is in
these words:
Congresa may at any time amend, add to, alter, or repeal this act.

The committee are of opinion that Congress has undoubted authority
to require said roads to maintain depots at the town sites which were
established by the Secretary of the Interior when these lands were
open for settlement.
The committee therefore report back bill H. R. 3606 and recommend
that it do pass.
Q

